
 
 

 22nd March 2021 
 

Dear research group, 
  
Hope you are all well, and that you are enjoying the brighter days ahead. First of all, I would like to 
congratulate Sibylle, who has delivered a baby boy on March 15th. We are so happy for you! 
 
Otherwise, our online reality is continuing, but hopefully we can soon meet in person again. Some 
travelling has however happened and we are happy to welcome Kalkidan Yohannes from Ethiopia, 
who arrived in Sweden in mid-February, and last week Ali Said managed to travel from Tanzania. 
Hopefully also Rejina Gurung will arrive in the coming days. Some people are working from the 
office, and if you feel the need for social interaction, you can always pass by or spend your working 
day there, it is not prohibited in any way. Otherwise there is still a possibility to meet for Zoom-fika 
on Tuesdays at 10 am for those who want at: https://uu-se.zoom.us/j/62513731961 (Swedesd has 
staff meeting on the same link before, so please wait until 10 sharp!) 
 
At the research group meeting today, Martin raised the question about having a continued 
experience sharing about proposal writing, with a focus on how to form transdisciplinary 
collaborations. My suggestion is that we meet after the KBH staff meeting on April 7th at 1.30-2.30 
pm (https://uu-se.zoom.us/j/61589036102). A calendar invite will be sent.  
 
Updates on applications 
We are currently in the middle of application season, and the group has submitted many interesting 
proposals to various agencies. I would like to highlight that there are several smaller grants that can 
be applied for that we should not disregard. STINT and Riksbanken have initiation grants 
continuously, as Martin mentioned. Antti has applied at Folke Bernadotte foundation and I have 
applied from PO Zetterling foundation, for example. Good if we can share these maybe less-known 
opportunities within the group. This is also relevant for PhD students. 
 
Swedish Research council has had a call on transdisciplinary research environments that closed last 
week. A lot of attention has been received by this two-stage call, and from our group three different 
proposals have been submitted. Mats, Eva, Neil, Ashish and Sibylle submitted one focusing on quality 
of care, Shepherd was part of one ONE Health, and Martin, Emma and Johanna submitted one on the 
interactions and conflicts between SDGs. Decisions will be announced in May for the second stage.  
 
Coming up next is the VR development grants with deadline on April 13th. Ashish is also submitting a 
proposal to FORMAS on climate change and prematurity. The efforts to submit an application for VR 
Doctoral programme for development research together with KI is also under way.  Elin is spear-
heading that effort from our group.  
 



Networking 
On Wednesday 24th we will have a meeting with Swedish stakeholders to discuss the structure of a 
social innovation hub within SIHI (as mentioned in last update). Please let me know if you are 
interested to join.  
 
Hanna T has helped me to set up an email list for UGHRIS. This we can use for internal 
communication and sharing. The address is kbh-ughris@lists.uu.se. 
 
Upcoming events: 
April 12th  (1 pm) Half time seminar Doris Kwesiga; Understanding factors that influence 

reporting of pregnancy and adverse pregnancy outcomes in population and health 
surveys 

April 13th (2-4 pm) Child health research day arranged by the hospital (in Swedish). This year it is 
digital and an invitation will be sent out any day 

May 12th  (1 pm) Half time seminar Olivia Brunell 
May 21st  (1.15 pm) PhD defence Ali Said 

 

Publications 
Since last update the group has published the following papers. If I have missed any, please let me 
know. 
 
Original research 

• Alarcon Ferrari, C.; Jönsson, M.; Gebreyohannis Gebrehiwot, S.; Chiwona-Karltun, L.; Mark-
Herbert, C.; Manuschevich, D.; Powell, N.; Do, T.; Bishop, K.; Hilding-Rydevik, T. Citizen 
Science as Democratic Innovation That Renews Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 
for the Sustainable Development Goals in Rural Areas. Sustainability 2021, 13, 2762.  

• Yue Huang, Yinping Wang, Chunyi Chen, Yaqing Gao, Ashish KC, Xi Wang, Siyu Zou, Hong 
Zhou. Association Between Violent Discipline at Home and Risk of Illness and Injury in 
Children: Findings From a Cross-sectional Study in Rural Western China. J Interpers Violence 
2021 Feb 12;886260521991895. 

• Sibylle Herzig van Wees, Michael Jennings. The challenges of donor engagement with faith-
based organizations in Cameroon’s health sector: a qualitative study. Health Policy and 
Planning, czab006 

• Prajwal Paudel, Avinash K Sunny, Rejina Gurung, Abhishek Gurung, Honey Malla, Netra B 
Rana, Nawaraj KC, Ram Narayan Chaudhary,  Ashish KC. Burden and consequence of birth 
defects in Nepal-evidence from prospective cohort study. BMC Pediatrics 2021 Feb 
15;21(1):81. doi: 10.1186/s12887-021-02525-2.  

 
Research group meeting 
Next research group meeting will be on Monday April 12th, 11 am-12. The zoom link is: https://uu-
se.zoom.us/j/5268705878. That was all for now, if you think I have forgotten something, please let 
me know and feel free to use the group’s mailing list. Please take care and please share within the 
group! 
All the best! 
Mats 


