
 
 

31st May 2021 
 

Dear research group, 
  
Hope you are all holding out in what seems 
to be the last part of the second Covid-wave 
here in Sweden. Restrictions are being 
eased and hopefully we can all soon meet 
as usual before. The past month has passed 
quickly and we have had some milestones 
achieved since last update. On May 21st, Ali 
successfully defended his PhD thesis 
“Maternal Death Surveillance and Response 
in Tanzania: Challenges to successful 
implementation”. The opponent, Professor 
Jos van Roosmalen, grilled him for three 
hours, and then the examination board for 
another hour, but Ali did not flinch and 
provided an excellent example of his skills 
and knowledge. Congratulations! 
 
On May 12th, Olivia had a successful half 
time seminar and next up is Abubakr, who 
will have his half-time on June 14th. Johanna 
has submitted her application for research 
studies, and the UAC doctoral position 
closed on May 12th with 154 applicants. This 
week we are conducting interviews with the 
top 10 candidates.  
 
We are also happy and proud to congratulate Ashish who has been appointed SIGHT fellow together 
with Meena Daivadanam from our department. The SIGHT fellow programme in Global Health 
Leadership aims “is to promote an emerging generation of global health leaders, based at research 
institutions in Sweden, by focusing on the gaps in relation to leadership skills and international 
networks.”  
 
Since last update, the Vice-chancellor has officially approved the new Master’s Programme in 
Implementation, Transformative Learning and Sustainability, that will be hosted by Swedesd with 
Neil as the programme coordinator. The programme will officially start next fall (HT22), but will be 
given as free-standing courses already from this coming September. We are looking forward to good 
discussions and interactions given this new arena.  
 

Ali Said after successfully defending his PhD thesis. 
Here flanked by his supervisors and the opponent. 



Updates on applications 
Since last time, we have been securing 200,000 SEK for Per’s project from Clas Groschinsky’s 
minnesfond, reminding us that also look into funding from the smaller research funding foundations 
and funds. On June 6th there is for example a deadline to apply to Födelsefonden 
(https://mp.uu.se/en/web/info/forska/forskningsfinansiering/stipendier-och-anslag-kbh), an 
opportunity that I think will fit many of us. The instructions are only in Swedish, unfortunately, but 
drop me a mail if you are interested to get guidance.  
 
Publications 
Publications are keep coming in. Dipak has published his second paper and Ali his third from his 
thesis. Ashish and colleagues have published an important piece on the devastating effects of 
Covid19- restrictions on maternity care in Nepal. Please let me know if I missed any publications. 
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Popular 

I have co-authored an article in Socialmedicinsk tidskrift about global health teaching in medical 
programs in Sweden. (https://socialmedicinsktidskrift.se/index.php/smt/article/view/2383) 

 



Upcoming events: 
On June 3rd and June 7th we are all invited by Andreas, Soorej and Meena to discuss how we could 
organize ourselves within KBH to strengthen the profile area “Global Health and Migration”. This is a 
separate process from the previous thoughts on a Center for Global Health, but will of course have 
an impact on how we proceed with those thoughts. All input to the meetings on 3rd and 7th of June 
are welcome. (https://uu-se.zoom.us/j/67081478379) 
 
June 3rd 11 am- 12.30pm Brainstorming on Global Health and Migration within KBH 
June 7th 1pm-2.30 pm Brainstorming on Global Health and Migration within KBH 
June 14th   3 pm- 5 pm Half time seminar Abubakr Mohamed  

(https://uu-se.zoom.us/s/62229616583) 
 

 

Research group meeting 

Next research group meeting will be on Monday June 7th at 11 am. The zoom link is https://uu-
se.zoom.us/j/65834071762. That was all for now, if you think I have forgotten something, please let 
me know and feel free to use the group’s mailing list. Please take care and please share within the 
group! 

 
All the best! 
Mats 


