
 
 
 

November 2020 
 

Dear research group, 
  
Hope that November is not too rough on you! The Covid19 situation is still putting a lid on most 
things and we can just hope for brighter times to come, when we can all meet more freely.  
 
The WoMHeR research school is developing well and will be offering PhD courses that might be 
relevant and of interest to a wider audience. The process to identify and appoint the second 
WoMHeR PhD candidate has now been finalized, and we are happy to welcome Kalkidan Yohannes 
to the group. Kalkidan is currently a lecturer at Dilla University in Ethiopia, focusing on community 
mental health, and we are looking forward to this new collaboration. Hopefully, given the current 
struggles with visa processes, Kalkidan will come to Sweden in January to commence her PhD 
training. We also hope that the recent developments in Ethiopia will de-escalate.  
 
We also welcome Emma Oljans to the group. Emma recently defended her thesis in didactics in 
which she investigated the connections between health, food and norms and values. Her research 
interests focus on learning in relation to sustainability, health, nutrition and equity. Currently Emma 
is working together with Martin to draft applications for coming research.   
 

Networking 
CIRCUS is an initiative at the humanities and social sciences to promote interdisciplinary research. On 
October 29th they had a network meeting for CIRCUS focusing on how to conduct interdisciplinary 
research. On 4th of December (10-11) UUSI will have a short workshop to discuss one of the 
presentations at the CIRCUS meeting; 'Shared Cognitive – Emotional – Interactional Platforms: 
Markers and Conditions for Successful Interdisciplinary Collaborations' by Veronica Boix Mansilla, 
Michèle Lamont, Kyoko Sato at Harvard University. If you are interested to participate, please let me 
know. 
 
One of the initiatives sponsored by CIRCUS is the EMS network that focus on Education, Migration 
and Segregation. Even though their main focus is on the connection between segregation and 
education they have expressed an interest in health outcomes and might be a potential partner for 
our group 
 
I have also been in contact with Peter Sogaard Jorgensen, after being connected by Bron, and 
discussed possible collaborations. Peter is a researcher at Stockholm Resilience Center and Deputy 



Director and theme leader of an academy program on Global Economic Dynamics and the Biosphere 
at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences. He will meet our group on January 12th (2-4pm) to 
present his research and discuss possible collaborations.  
 
Upcoming events: 
Dec 2nd-3rd SPARKS conference at KI 
Dec 7th GlobeLife seminar Decolonizing Global Health Education and Research.  
Jan 12th UGHRIS seminar with Peter Sogaard Jorgensen on possible collaborations in relation 

to antibiotic resistance 
Jan 25th GlobeLife seminar Social Innovation.  
 

Funding 
Please share upcoming grants opportunities. Next research group meeting I hope we can all discuss 
the plans ahead and brainstorm on possible joint applications and project a bit more. We can also 
congratulate Elin, who received 2,4 million SEK from VR to conduct a project on improved 
contraception counselling to immigrant women in Sweden. We look forward to hear more about the 
project soon.  

 

Publications 
In the past month we have had some additional publications and positive news on acceptance. Both 
Per and Bron have had their first PhD papers published, congratulations. Sibylle has published 
another paper based on her thesis work and Helena et al. Ashish has also responded to comments on 
this summer’s article in Lancet Global Health on the effects of Covid19 lockdown in Nepal. 
Congratulations to all, and references to published work below. Please remember to notify me 
whenever you publish so that we can spread the word and also get it registered in DiVa. Hanna has 
also sent out a list of publications currently registered in DiVa, please check if you are missing any.  

Original research 
• Sibylle Herzig van Wees, Emmanuel Betsi & Maturin Désiré Sop Sop (2020): A 

description and explanation of the complex landscape of faith-based organisations in 
Cameroon’shealth sector, Development in Practice, DOI: 
10.1080/09614524.2020.1841737 

• Helena Litorp, Rejina Gurung, Mats Målqvist, Ashish KC. Disclosing suboptimal 
indications for emergency caesarean sections due to fetal distress and prolonged 
labor: a multicenter cross-sectional study at 12 public hospitals in Nepal. 
Reproductive Health Accepted for publication 

• Per Kåks, Mats Målqvist. Using an urban child health index to detect intra-urban 
disparities in Sweden. Scand J Public Health Accepted for publication 

• Chalobol Chalermsri, Sibylle Herzig van Wees, Shirin Ziaei, Eva-Charlotte Ekström, 
Weerasak Muangpaisan, Syed Moshfiqur Rahman. Exploring the Experience and 
Determinants of the Food Choices and Eating Practices of Elderly Thai People: A 
Qualitative Study. Nutrients 2020 Nov 13;12(11):E3497 doi: 10.3390/nu12113497.  

• Bronwen Holloway et al. Utilisation of diagnostics in India: A rapid ethnographic 
study exploring context and behaviour. BMJ Open Accepted for publication 



 
Correspondence and opinions 

• Ashish KC, Mary V Kinney, Joy E Lawn. Effect of COVID-19 on maternal and neonatal services 
– Authors' reply. Lancet Global Health November 20, 2020 
DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/S2214-109X(20)30486-1 

 

Research group meeting 
Next research group meeting will be on Friday December 4th between 1 and 4 pm. Focus will be on 
upcoming applications. Thereafter we will have a research group meeting in connection to the 
seminar with Peter Soogard on January 12th at 1 pm. Separate invitations with zoom-lonks and venue 
will be sent later. 
 
That was all for now, if you think I have forgotten something, please let me know and feel free to use 
the group’s mailing list. Please take care and please share within the group! 
 
All the best! 
Mats 


